Jc. 3 



REPORT 

FROM THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON THE 

LAWS 

Relating to Irish and Scotch Vagrants. 



Ordered, by Tile House of Commons, to be Printed, 

7 July 1828. 



5 * 3 - 



A 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




THE REPORT 
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




REPORT 



FROM THE 



Select Committee on Irish and Scottish Vagrants. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to take into consider- 
ation the Laws relating to the passing of Ikisii Vagrants to 
their own Country ; and who were instructed to take into con- 
sideration the Laws relating to the passing of Scottish 
Vagrants; and who were empowered to report the Minutes 
or tiie Evidence taken before them to The House;— -Have, 
pursuant to the Order of the House, examined the matters to them 
referred, and agreed to the following REPORT 



I N the execution of the duty imposed upon them by the Order of The 
House, of inquiring into the mode and expense, under the present laws, 
of removing the Scotch and Irish Poor out of this kingdom to their respective 
countries. Your Committee have judged it expedient, as the ground work 
of any proceeding, to call for certain Returns from the different counties 
within England and Wales. 

Although from some no answers have been received, and although in 
other instances they have not been so full as would have been desirable, yet 
those which have been laid before Your Committee, hear able testimony to 
the great expense attending such removals, and to the extreme irregularity 
■with which the present system operates upon different counties. 

In proof that these charges bear no proportion to the extent or popula- 
tion of counties, or to the benefit which they may be supposed to derive 
from the labour of the individuals so removed, Your Committee beg to direct 
Your attention to the comparison between the Returns from the counties of 
Buckingham and Lincoln. Tile number of the Irish and Scotch Paupers 
conveyed by the county of Buckingham, was, in the last year, 4,901, and ill 
the five years, 14,698. By the county of Lincoln in the last year, 2,336, 
and in the five years, 4,562. The total cost of the five years lias been to 
Buckingham 1,5321. 11s. while it has only amounted in the county of 
Lincoln to 418/. 6s. 11 d. 

In the counties situated on the Western coast of England the burthen falls 
still heavier, partly owing to their being the general thoroughfare as regards 
the Irish, and being also charged with the entire expense of the transit Of 
those persons by sea to the sister island. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 



REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE 



The numbers passed through the county of Lancaster, amounted, in the 
last five years, to 22,045, of which 20,414 were Irish, and 1,051 Scotch. 

The annual Returns of the county stand thus : — 





18-23 : 


1824 : 


1825 : 


182G: 


1827: 


TOTAL 

of the Five Years. 


Total passed by Lan-1 
cashire from places -J 


1.1J17 ! 


2,890 


3,053 


7,050 


6,084 




l ? rom places within the! 
county -J 


276 


1.92+ 


2,028 


4,781 


3,844 


) 20,418 Irish. 


Brought from other! 
places -J 


861 


,,G(! 


1,225 ; 


2,269 


•2,260 
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Total passed by the! 
county -j 


07 


250 


242 


444 


50- j 
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From places within the! 
county - , - -J 


11 1 


53 


» 


85 




' 1 1,631 Scotch. 


Brought from other ! 
counties - -J 


86 j 


203 j 


230 j 


350 J 


541 | 


( 



It appears to Your Committee, that the expense of these removals is 
rendered much larger than necessary by the number of individuals to whose 
care the Paupers are consigned, and of the counties who have to sustain this 
burthen, which, on reference to the Returns transmitted by the different 
counties, will be found to extend, in the course of the last five years, to 
the amount of 50,120/. -l<s. Qd. 

It might in fact be shown, that upon a calculation of the rates allowed 
for conveyance alone, by the different counties through which he would 
have to be passed, the removal of a single adult Pauper from the Metropolis 
to Liverpool, amounts to 4/. 11 s. 3d., a sum, which from the present facilities 
of communication, is manifestly far beyond what the circumstances of the 
Pauper can require. The present charge for an inside place in the mail being 
only 4il. 4> s. 

The amount indeed of this expense might possibly in some degree be 
reduced, by simplifying the present system, and by a greater union of 
arrangement between the respective counties ; but the unfairness of a burthen 
being thrown upon particular districts, merely from their local position, and 
for the benefit of others, who contribute either not at all, or very little t» 
its support, would still remain, as well as the practice which the evidence 
adduced to Your Committee abundantly proves to exist, of gross frauds com- 
mitted not only by persons who obtain a regular livelihood by vagrancy, but 

by many others, who though in the actual possession of considerable sums, 
apply for parochial relief, in order that the expense of their journey may 
fall upon the funds of the English counties, and that they may by these 
means, convey home undiminished, the amount of their own earnings. 

Your Committee cannot help directing the attention of the House to the 
constantly increasing numbers who have already been passed to Ireland at 
this vast expense, and they see no prospect but of a still greater addition, not 
only in consequence of the known excess of population in that country, and 
• heir want of employment at home, but proceeding also from measures which 
it appears from the evidence that has been received, have already been 
at opted, and are likely to be still more actively extended, for the purpose 
ol systematically increasing the burthen upon this portion of the United 
Kingdom. 

* The 
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The House will probably admit, that there appears but little equity ill 
calling upon the depressed population of England, to afford to the natives 
of the two other parts of the empire, that relief, to which they would not 
be entitled in Ireland or Scotland ; and at a time when there is a want of 
employment amongst the poor of our own country, there would seem to 
be no great reason for holding out such an additional encouragement to the 
immigration of the Irish labourer. 

The evils likely to result to the labouring classes of England, from the 
increasing irruption of the Pauper population of Ireland, have been already 
so often and so strongly pointed out by others, particularly by the Emigration 
Committee of 1827, that this Committee think it unnecessary for them also 
to advert to that part of the subject; but they cannot help expressing then- 
decided conviction, that if the present system is to continue unchecked, the 
effects of its operation will inevitably be to throw upon England, and that 
at no very distant period, the expense of maintaining the Paupers of both 
Islands. 

By a reference- to their Report, it will be seen, that the Committee who 
sat in 1821 upon the laws relating to Vagrants, by no means contemplated 
-the present as a perfect system, but were so fully aware of the frauds which 
might be expected to be practised, and the abuses likely to take place, as to 
recommend a plan for regulating the mode of passing Vagrants, and for 
registering the name and description of those who were passed. This was 
to have been accomplished by a central office in London. It has, however, 
never been carried iuto execution ; and indeed it is obvious, that it could 
only afford any security against frauds practised within the Metropolis itself, 
or at most in its immediate vicinity. 

Under these considerations, Your Committee cannot but feci themselves 
imperatively called upon to recommend to The House the entire repeal o 
those laws,” by virtue of whose enactments the natives of Scotland or of Ire- 
land are passed at the expense of England, and some alteration of those 
under which they are enabled to claim parochial relief in the country. 



7 July 1828. 
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WITNESSES. 



Veneris, 13 0 die Junij 1828. 

William Stalham , Esq. Town Clerk of Liverpool - - - p. 7 

John Allen Powell, Esq. - - - - - - - p. 7 

Martis, 17 0 die Junij 1828. 

Jerard Edward Strickland, Esq. - - - - - - p. 9 

Mr. William Payne - - - - - - - -p.10 

Mr. Thomas Love Pain -p. 11 

Veneris, 27 0 die Junij 1828. 

Mr. Thomas Love Pain - - - - - - - p. ] 3 

Mr. William Payne - - - p. 14 



Letters delivered in to the Committee - - - - - p. 15 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON IRISH AND SCOTTISH VAGRANTS. 



ft V / 

7 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Veneris, 13 ° die Jnnij , 1828 . 
LORD STANLEY, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



William Statliam , Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

Y OU hold the office of Town Clerk of Liverpool ?— Yes. William Stalk am. 

Have you, in that capacity frequently had an opportunity of knowing the t E s ^ 
number of Irish labourers that pass over from Liverpool to Ireland ? At the close 
of the harvest season, I have known a great number come through Liverpool on *3 unel 2 
their way to Ireland. 

Bypasses? — Yes. 

Do they generally appear in a very distressed state? — Yes, they do. 

Have you been aware of instances where they have been examined? Yes, in 
frequent instances, when they have been applying to a magistrate for a pass to go to 
Ireland, the magistrate has directed them to be examined, where they have said they 
had no money to pay their passage ; and upon being taken into an adjoining room, 
money has been found concealed in some part of their clothes, sewn up in their 
waistcoats or trowsers. 

Has that been often to any amount? — Yes, I have known instances of several 
guineas. 

• Those are persons who have been received under passes from other counties ?— 

Yes ; they have come to embark at Liverpool. 

Are you aware of their ever having been in the habit of transferring their money 
to other persons, in order that they might be passed?— Yes, I have known it upon 
different occasions, when they found out they were to undergo examination ; upon 
taking them to an adjoining room no money has been found upon them ; but a dis- 
covery has been afterwards made, that they have left it with their companions, or at 
their lodgings ; I have known instances of that sort. 

Are you aware of any person ever having been known to go over as a sort of scape- 
goat, carrying the money belonging to a party, that is to say, one person leceiving 
die money of the rest, and they paying for his passage?— I have heard of it; I do 
jiot know it of my own knowledge. 

The other fact has been very frequent?— Yes, at that particular time ; I have 
known it frequently to occur. 

At what period ? — At the close of the harvest season in each year. 

Are those persons who come bypass in good health ? — Yes, apparently so ; their 
-condition, generally, looks wretched with respect to their clothes. 

They were able to travel ?— Yes, certainly. 

John Allen Powell, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

' The Committee understand you are in possession of some information with regard J. A. Powell, 
to Irish labourers depositing money in the hands of persons, to be remitted to ^ &q ‘ 

Ireland ; will you have the goodness to state what you know upon that subject ? — 

It was a’system began by the late Lord Dillon, I think nearly 20 years ago, who used 
to receive” small sums of money belonging to his tenants in London, and giving 
orders upon his agent in Ireland, for the payment of it in Roscommon and Mayo. 

After Lord Dillon’s death, I pursued the same system ; I think his death occurred 
in 1813 ; I have continued it since that time, and very large sums of money have 
passed through my hands, procured by that means ; perhaps it would be more 
■satisfactory to the Committee if I show them the progress of it ; at first the sums 
were very small ; they have been progressively increasing from that time to the 
present: I have an account here, from April 1815 down to the present time, 
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in the first year the sum paid was about 1 60 /. only, and that was, I believe, 
entirely confined to the tenantry of the estates of Lord Dillon, and there were 
very few of them at first. In 1816, it increased to 190/.; in 1817, to 230/.; 
in 181 8, 230 1 . ; in 1 8 1 9, 290 /. ; in 1 820, 470 /. ; in 1821, 540 /. ; in 1 822, 940 /. - 
in 1823, 1,120/.; in 1824, it was about 1,100/.; in 1825, it was 1,316/.; in 
1826, 1,088/. ; last year it decreased, and was only 866/. ; the great year appears 
to have been 1825, it was then 1,316/.; those sums are paid to me in different 
amounts, from ten shillings up to fifty or sixty pounds ; in one instance there was 
a payment of seventy pounds by one person, who had been a porter for several 
years in a brewhouse, and had saved that money, and went back to Ireland to retire 
as it were; and I gave him an order upon the agent to receive it there, which lie 
considered much safer than carrying it about him ; but the generality ot them are 
bricklayers labourers, who pay from ten shillings to two three or four pounds, to be 
transmitted to their friends or relations in Ireland, for the payment of their rent. 

I have asked the question repeatedly, and I know the payments are not confined to 
the tenantry of Lord Dillon’s estates ; they find it an easy mode of transmitting 
their money ; I give them a sheet of paper to write their letter, and my clerks 
address their letters ; so that with all those accommodations, it seems to have got 
wind, and a great many more people than I am desirous of having come. 

Do you apprehend that those bricklayers labourers go over themselves to Ireland? 
— Yes, a great many; they come here in the spring, and work during the summer, 
and until the end of the harvest ; they lock up their houses ; I have been in Ireland 
a great deal myself; they lock up their houses, and desert them, and come here, 
and earn what money they can, and leave it in our hands, and go back again ; 
many of them I know to be beggars, who collect their halfpence in the street, and 
when they get ten or fifteen shillings, leave it with me to send to their friends ; 
sometimes it is to a greater amount. 

Do you know whether they get removed by passes ? — -That I do not know. 

You do not know how they get back? — No, except walking ; I do not know of 
any other mode : they generally deposit the whole amount nearly of what they 
have. I have inquired what it cost them on the road, and I have been astonished 
at their telling me it did not exceed a few shillings. 

None of those persons have told you they go by passes? — I have never made the 
inquiry, and have not learnt whether they do or not; it is an inquiry I could very 
readily make, for they come every day ; I could give the names of every individual ; 
I think upon the average there are about 400 persons who deposit money in my 
hands. 

Do you do this professionally for them? — No, it is merely from kindness ; Lord 
Dillon was in the habit of doing it; we have connections with Lord Dillon’s agent, 
and it is an easy mode of getting the rent ; the money is paid here, and the order is 
upon Lord Dillon’s agent, who receives the rent when lie gets this order; it i9 in 
fact a payment of rent earned in London, to be transmitted to Ireland by that 
means ; I find we now receive upon an average about £.1,100 a year. 

In those years that were so considerable, what was the number of persons? — * 
The numbers have increased in those years. 

Do you know, in each year, what the numbers were that delivered the money to 
you ? — Yes ; I have the name of every individual ; the number, upon the average, 
was about 400; and according to the amount of the money they vary in numbers. 

Are those deposits made with you at any particular period of the year ? — During 
the whole year ; but principally from this time to the end of the harvest. The rents 
in Ireland are due generally in November and May, and they generally transmit the 
money to be ready at the rent days. 

Are you aware whether there is any other mode they have of transmitting their 
money to Ireland ? — Through the post office orders ; I believe a great deal is sent in 
that way ; but they come to me in preference to going to the post office ; there is 
a per centage taken there, and they give them their order on a separate slip of 
paper, and the postage is rather expensive ; the postage of a letter to Mayo is 17 d. 
or i8f/., and when you inclose an order in it it comes to a considerable sum ; and 
in addition to that, the readiness with which they get an order induces them to come 
to me. I know a great many of these are beggars, because they have been met 
■with in the street begging, after they have been paying me sums of money. 

Those are not persons who pay you money previous to their departure for 
Ireland, but who continue here? — Many of them go to Ireland, but others of 
them continue here for years. 

Periodically 
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Periodically transmitting a certain sum to Ireland ?— Yes, they leave somerela- 
five behind • a wife, or father or mother, with a small piece of ground and a cabin. 

And those who are professionally beggars carry on their trade, after having depo- 
sited their money with you?-Yes, and many of them go over to Ireland. 

Their conduct is rather industrious when in this country?— Yes, because I ob- 
serve the same persons come periodically. 

Does it appear that they can read and write i — -Yes, a great many ; some oi 
them brine their letters ready written, that I may write the order upon them for 
the payment ; but that would not be perhaps conclusive evidence that they could 
write because they may get others to write for them. 

Are you able to ascertain, whether the persons who told you they were going over 
toll-eland, came over about the same period next year?— Yes, I know that as 
a fact- it has been established so long, that my cashier, who receives the money 
and holds a communication with them, knows the names and faces of many ot 
them • I see them very often, and, having been a good deal in that country, 
I inquire where their lands are, and whose tenants they are ; it is principally from 
the province of Connaught they come, Galway, Roscommon and Mayo. 

Have you any ground for thinking, that any of those Irish vagrants have any 
compensation for coming here ; for instance where they are swarming .11 an, town, 

do they receive any thing for leaving it and coming here ?-I should think not 

I believe at this moment, there is a very prevalent wish in Ireland, among a great 
tnanv of the landlords, to give a premium to them to emigrate, but not to this 
country ; to Canada and other countries, I can mention a recent instance to show 
the state of the population in Ireland : upon Lord Ormond » estate, of which I am 
a manager, we have lately had occasion to make a survey of it, to adjust the rents, 
and upon eight thousand Irish acres there were four thousand souls; the name, sex 

and age of every individual was taken. T . . 

What is the difference between the Irish and English acre?— It is as eight to five, 
like the Cheshire acre ; and upon the estates of Lord Dillon the proportion is 
still greater. 



J. A. Powell, 
Esq. 

13 June 1828, 



Martis, 17" die Jtmij, 182S. 



Jeranl Edward Strickland , Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

HAVE you read the evidence given yesterday ?— Yes, I have. 

After having read that, be good enough to give the Committee any information, 
you possess, relative to the transmission of Irish paupers from this country to their 
own?— Ido not think that I can give any information to the Committee, as to 
Irish paupers being transmitted through this country in carts, (which is alluded to 
in the evidence I have read), but a great number of men come from estates that 
I am managing in Ireland, and I have more opportunity than most people ot 

knowing them. „ _ , 

Do you see the same people come over year after year ?— The same people come 

PV What class of life are those sort of people in ’—They are generally 111 the lowest 
class of tenantry, and they come over for the purpose of obtaining work, and they 
go back and expend their earnings in Ireland afterwards. 

At what period of the year does this emigration usually take placer— They 
generally leave Ireland about the middle or near the end of May, after they have 
planted their potatoes, and they return in the month of October or the beginning 
of November, just time enough to dig their potatoes. 

Now, having stated to the Committee, that these persons are continually coming 
over every year, we wish to ask you, whether you are aware at all how they go back t 
I believe, generally, that they walk back as far as they can by land. 

Are you aware that they go back with the assistance of passes from the parishes 
through which they go ? — I do not think they do. I, as a magistrate have frequent 
means of knowing. They come before me to decide disputes respecting then 
earning in England. In settling those disputes, I have an opportunity of hearing 
almost the whole detail of their proceedings in England from themselves, and I never 
found them accusing each other (for it appears to be something disgraceful among 

5'3- B e “ 1J 



J. IL Strickland, 
Esq. 



17 June 1828. 
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J. E. Strickland, them) of obtaining passes ; but it has always appeared to me, that they have per- 
Esq. formed their journey through this country on foot. 

v ' Have you ever heard from them that they are persons who have lodged money 

17 June iSa8. with ot j iers t0 be transferred to Ireland ? — 1 have never heard it from themselves, 
personally. From all I have heard and know, however, it appears to me that they 
are in the habit of making parties for the purpose of working together, and travelling 
together ; and in that party, there is generally, one man who makes the bargains for 
the whole, and receives the earnings for the whole. . 

Makes the bargains with the farmers in England? — With the farmers in England. 
In fact, it has got to such a system now, that these sort of leaders will engage a party 
and pay the expenses of persons coming to England to form the gang. Many of the 
poor men who are not able to pay their own expenses are thus brought over. All 
that is required to bring them over is a stone of meal, and live shillings to pay 
their expenses in the packet. 

What are the means of conveyance ? — A steam packet, to Liverpool. The 
persons I speak of are persons who never come to Bristol. 

Who pays their expenses back again?— -I can hardly say that the person who 
brings them to this country takes them back again. There is, however, an arrange- 
ment among themselves. When (as l have stated before) they go in parties, and 
one man receives the wages for the whole of them ; it depends entirely upon them- 
selves, I believe, what mode they will adopt of getting home. Each of them 
(although they may not be able to write) has some shrewd mode of calculation, by 
which he is enabled to know what ought to come to him. They appear to make 
frequent settlements of account, and to receive a part of their earnings on the 
finishing of each job ; and when they are returning there is a final settlement of the 
account. Upon that final settlement, it is, that frequent disputes arise, and upon 
those disputes they come before me as a magistrate. 

Do they go back again in the same line that they came by, and cross in steam- 
boats as they came? — Yes, they do?— I never have learnt of their going back any 
other way than through Liverpool. 

Do you think they always choose to come by steam-packets as a matter of pre- 
ference? — Yes, certainly. 

Have you not heard that they come over in little sailing vessels, and that they 
select that mode of conveyance in preference ? — No ; they tell me that mode will 
not answer on account of the length of passage, because they eat up the little pro- 
visions they have brought, and starve on the passage. 

Can you give us any information as to the mode in which those return who have 
received passes? — I cannot. 

Have you seen the list which Mr. Powell has furnished of persons from whom he 
had received money to be transmitted to Ireland? — That was furnished by myself. 

Do you find in that list the names of persons who have come to you in Ireland 
more than once? — No, I cannot speak to that; the Committee might perhaps like 
to know this fact, that, in the course of the last nine years, the number of persons 
coming to England to obtain work has annually increased immensely ; and there is 
hardly a cottage upon an estate in the district with which I am acquainted, which 
does not send at least one individual, and many, I believe, send more. 

You state to the Committee, that the number of persons coming to England has 
increased ; can you state to the Committee in what sort of proportion the number 
has increased ? — I am not able to answer that question. 

Can you state to the Committee, for their information, any particular year in 
which the greatest number have come over here? — I should say the last year; 
because the number has been generally increasing from year to year. 

Mr. William Payne , called in ; and Examined. 

Mr. I believe you are one of the chief clerks of the Guildhall police office in 

William Payne. London ?— Yes. 

‘ ^ ' Can you give the Committee any information relative to the mode adopted at 

Guildhall with regard to passing the Irish and Scotch poor to their native countries? 
— Yes. 

What is that mode ? — The mode adopted is, that the parish officers apply to the 
magistrates sitting there, and complain that a person born in Scotland or Ireland 
(as the case may be) has become chargeable to their parish ; and upon that fact, 
an examination of the party, a pass is made out, and is signed by two magistrates, 

directed 
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directed to the constable of the precinct, who thereupon delivers it to the constable 

° f What ta the^xpense to the parish?— In general I should suppose it is not above 

a shilling or two. . , c 

No charge is made for the pass?— No charge is made for the pass. 

The magistrate has no discretion in granting the pass?— We consider he has 
none ; 1 should state, that there is a case decided by the court of King s Bench 

upon that very subject. , ^ c „„„„ . 

Then the magistrate does not examine into the circumstances of the case sub- 
mitted to him?— No; he merely takes the oath of the party as to his or her being 
born in Scotland or Ireland, and then signs the pass. . 

What is the proof required from the parish officers that the applicant is actually 
chargeable to the parish ?— Merely that he has applied to the parish officers, and 
that thev have relieved him. 

That is very often a trifling relief?— Very often it does not exceed a shilling or 

SIX Does it not often appear that there are cases of considerable oppression?— No 
question there are some cases of oppression ; it does not appear generally ; but there 

arl taa frequently happen, that persons from some accidental circumstances 
at the moment, have found themselves obliged to apply for travelling expenses . 

There have been such circumstances come to my knowledge. 

Are those applicatins very numerous at Guildhall ?— Not very numerous. 

Do thev increase or decrease ?-Within the last few months they have decreased. 
What do you attribute that to ?-I should rather judge the approaching season, 

” I^St pATodLtf “awaken place ?-I should think within the last 

'“ny case come to your knowledge, in which a party has applied l to a i parish 
for relief, when he has really had a great deal of money r— I cannot say that there 
has ; I have a case of this sort to mention to the Committee where a man had a 
pension from government as a soldier ; and where that man applied in the middle of 
fTquarter foAn advance of money from the parish, upon the security of hrs next 

qU C^pu S any account of persons passed to their parishes in Ireland within the 
last few years 5— No ; we make out two passes, an original and a duplicate, and one 
is kept by the magistrate at Liverpool, or Bristol, wherever the part, ,s slapped oft 

t0 Have-on any instance of a party being moved directly from London within your 
own knowledge ? — I had once an instance mentioned to me. 

Have the numbers that have been passed from Guildhall increased 01 decreased, 

for the last half dozen years?— I am hardly able to say. 

Is there any other pLe to apply to besides GuddhalH-At the Mansror .House 

they have a concurrent jurisdiction; but there is no entry or book kept m either 

Diace. The only means I am aware of to ascertain the fact, would be to inquire 
either at Liverpool or Bristol, where the duplicate pass is left. 

Has any case eyer occurred of passing a Scotch pauper from London to Leith 
-No, not by sea. We have very few Scotch poor; the greater number are the 

In Have you any means of establishing the identity of persons who apply for passes 
to be removed to Ireland?— No, I cannot tell generally ; only perhaps in a solitaiy 

mS Haveyou any^oubt that the same parties who apply for and obtain passes, and 
obtain them u, son one occasion, apply for then, and obtain them afterwards upon 
another occasion ?-I dare say it is so ; but I do not think that is frequently the 
fact The instances of that kind which occur, are few ; I speak now as a matter of 
opinion; but I must state to the Committee, that I can only tell by recollecting 
faces in particular instances. 

Mr. Thomas Love Pain, called in ; and Examined. 

Are you a resident of Cork?— Yes, and have been in Ireland backwards and 

forwards for the last ten years. . . , - p p 1 

How long have you been a resident m Cork?— I have been a resident in Cork 

for five years. Do 
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Do you know of your own knowledge, of the practice of labourers from Ireland 
coming to this country, earning money here, and transmitting it to their friends in 
Ireland, they themselves being passed back as paupers ? — I do. 

Have you known it actually from themselves? — I have. 

In what way is it done ? — They send their money by friends going over ; and 
mostly by other paupers passed back, and it is sewed up in their clothes. I have 
frequently known paupers conveyed, who were passed back from the Mint in 
Bristol. They have told me frequently, after they have landed in Cork, that they 
have brought money from their companions whom they have left behind them in 
England, and they have boasted of the manner in which they have conveyed it. 
They themselves have got their passage for nothing. 

IIow is that passage for nothing obtained ? — That is obtained by applications at 
a place called the Mint in Bristol, which forms a contract with the packets to 
convey these persons over. 

What is the Mint at Bristol?— That is an establishment in Bristol, where all 
applications for passes are made, not only to go Ireland, but to go to all places in 
England; when paupers have applied there, the Mint gives them temporary relief- 
and if there should not be a vessel going for a week or so, they send them 
breaking stones on the road, or give them other employment, until a vessel is ready - 
then they are shipped by this establishment. I believe there is a direct contract 
between the packet office and this Mint, for taking them back at so much a head. 
They have told me, when I have been going in the same vessel with them, that 
they had money concealed about them, although they had got their passage clear, by 
pretending poverty to the captain. It is well known among the travellers in that 
district, that many ol them also, pretending to be poor people, come to Bristol, and 
even to London, and after having purchased goods, send them home in this kind of 
way, and throw themselves upon the charity of the captains of the vessel to convey 
them over. J 

Have you ever known one individual carry over a considerable amount of money, 
pretending at the same time to be a pauper ? — I have. 

To what amount ? — I believe, either 2,5 1. or 30 I. for himself and others. 

Did you ever know an instance where persons of this description have had money 
and have given it into the hands of others to convey it home, while they themselves 
have pretended to be actual paupers ?— Yes, I have ; and moreover I have known 
them, before they go on board, give money that they had got, to the sailors of the 
vessels to be taken care of, for fear that they should be searched. 

Do you know then that persons of this description who go free, have the means 
paying their passage P — Yes. 

Now suppose 100 of these persons go over free, having been passed to Bristol 
out ot that number what proportion do you think would he able to pay their pas- 
snge r—1 have formed calculations which I will produce upon another day ■ and 
I should think at least forty. 1 

Is the number of persons who could pay their passage, increasing or decreasing > 
It is now less, m proportion to the number. 

How do you account for the decrease ?-On account of the greater number who 
Irdand ° VeI by ° wn volnntar y act > or are sent overby subscriptions from 

Do you mean to say, that there are certain subscription's raised in Ireland, for 
the purpose of sending persons over to this country ?— Why I cannot say that the 
money was originally expressly raised for that purpose ; but it is applied to it. 
Pstah/r SP ff of money subscribed by individuals ?— No; there was a Mendicity 
E^hshment fiwmded in Cork, and at a meeting of their committee, they appor- 

to England ^ f ™ dS ^ “ P" 11086 ° f Sending the redund ™t poor labourers 

tw?oL*e l eyeara iCity S ° C ‘ ety been long established ?— I believe not more than 

mto'i they immediat f'y , ad °pt the plan which you mention ?— Yes ; and entered 
over Sr " h *5 e °™ S 0f the stea “-b° a ts, to take the pauper labourers 
considered and ETa I .™ <T ent at the meetin S when this arrangement was 
ment to transmit ^ ^. subse( l uent meeting also, they adopted an arrange- 

ment to transmit weavers to this country who were young men. 
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Mr. Thomas Love Pain, called in ; and Examined. 

YOU were naked on a, former day, relative to the proportion of those who could 

pay if they were not taken home free, and those who are incapable of paying; your 
answer was, that yon had formed calculations which you would produce on another 
day, that you should think, at least forty out of a hundred ; have you those calcula- 2 
t ; ons ?_I have ; I recollect I entered into calculations, and found it amounted to 

You have not those calculations here now ? — I have not: I was asked another 
question afterwards, whether the number of persons who could pay their passage 
was increasing or decreasing; I stated that it is now decreasing ; I wish to mention, 
that the cheapness of the steam vessels increases the numbers ; there are great 
numbers now come over actually as paupers, and go back when they are taken up 
in this country begging, and passed back, therefore the proportion now would not 
be about one-tenth. 

At what period do you say the number would have been about forty out ot an 
hundred’— I should think the period of 1 824 ; that was almost thelast time that I was 
generally on the trade ; that, after I had made every arrangement and calculation, 

I turned my attention to the carrying this plan into operation; since that I have 
only seen them passing and going on board the steam vessels, and so on. . 

What do you suppose the proportion would be at this time? — I think it could 
not be any more than ten in the hundred. , . 

Have you any further information to give ? — I think this is very likely to become 

^TouTp^ke of a steam vessel from Cork to Liverpool, the proprietors of which, 
you said, had been parties to the contract you referred to?— I understood at the 
time that those paupers who were then on the Mendicity Fund were to be sent by 
the Lee ; I know that they intended to send out more, but it was considered 
advisable’ to know whether any of those sent had got work or not. 

At what time was that?— I conceive that must have been since the 10th of 

October 1826. . , , , c ^ 

You have just said, it was thought advisable to know whether any of those sent 
had got work or not ; did you bear the reStllt of it r — A conversation took place in tins 
way ; that a great many of those might have been taken up by the parishes as vagrants, 
and might come back to Liverpool, and if any of those should be sent over, then 
they would all be taken up, and would not be allowed to land. 

1)0 you know what has been the result of that?— The result was, that a good 
Inanv of them have got employment, and more were sent out. 

How lately have you heard that more were sent out ?— Before the fund was done. 
How lately have you known persons sent over by order of this society, under this 
contract, to Liverpool?— I suppose about the latter end of 1S26 ; for the fund had 
begun to be diminished, and there was an arrangement, that the remainder should 
be°handed over to the House of Industry, and 1 do not think any have been Sent 
over since the end of 1826 ; they provided a mendicity house, and they have to go 
there ; it was proposed at some of the meetings, that in order to avoid their being 
taken up as vagrants when they landed, it was proposed that there should be what 
one gentleman called a commissary sent out with them from Cork, and when they 
arrived in England, that that commissary should go and get one man into employ- 
ment, and get him work at any price, and get rid of them all in that way ; it was 
considered by one gentleman, that their object was to consider how they could get rid 
of them cheapest, and they thought that by getting rid of them in that way, it would 
he a long while before they would all have to return again, and it would be a much 
less expense than if they were to remain upon the funds. That proposition ot the 
commissary was not agreed to; but I have reason to believe that it was considered, 
that if distress came again, it would be a cheaper mode of disposing ot them. 

You think a future arrangement for sending out paupers from Ireland ' vl11 be 
more systematic than any arrangement which has yet taken place . That is my 
opinion; for in the first place, the thing was not considered previously, but it has been 
since, and from calculations it appears that it would be of less expense ; the expense 
of sending out a man was considered at that time to be too great to undertake it , 
it appears upon the whole, to be of less^ expense to do so than to keep them. 
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Mr. I think, whenever there is any pressure upon the public again, that must be when 
T. L. Pain. t j le s t 0 ck of potatoes is done there would be something of that kind done ; it is 

" ~ ' in order to avoid their being taken as mendicants when they land, the object was 

27 June 1828. t j mt t j ie y should not be trusted with the money, but that this commissary should be 
their master, and that he should have the money. I think these things will come 
from the county of Cork ; in the city of Cork there is a population of about 1 17,000, 
out of that 1 1 7,000 there are about 1 8,000 in active employment ; the average of 
the earnings of these 18,000 is about 45. 8 Id. per week, that leaves the earnings 
of the city of Cork 213,000/. 

Do you mean that the whole of the remaining population have no employment 
whatever? — They have no employment whatever ; the rest are able to live retired, 
or are paupers. 

Out of the 09,000 whom you conceive not to be actively employed, what pro- 
portion do. you conceive the actual paupers to consist of? — Supposing a man is 
taken in the same condition in Ireland as you would consider him a pauper here, 
there are 60,000 ; but there are 40,000 that have not a bed to lie upon, nor a whole 
garment to cover their nakedness. I suppose there are 20,000 of those who have 
not even a straw bed, but are obligated to lie upon the floor. In the population of 
Cork, there are six and a half to one unemployed. In Dublin, where the population 
is 240,000, I conceive there are four to one unemployed. In Waterford, it is at the 
rate of five and a third, the population being about 40,000; in Clonmel, four and 
a half ; in Limerick, five and three-quarters. Cork is the great place where the 
mass of misery will come from, for they come from Limerick to Cork. 

On what grounds are those calculations made ? — They were calculations made, 
that I should ascertain which was the most distressed part of Ireland, to commence 
the operation of a plan which I had in view. 

Mr. William Payne, again called in ; and Examined. 

William Panne YOU stated in your former evidence, that there was a case decided by the court 
^ of King’s Bench upon the question, whether a magistrate had a discretion in giving 

a pass to Irish vagrants; what is that case? — The name of the case is, the King 
against the Inhabitants of Leeds, reported in the fourth volume of Barnewall and 
Alderson, page 498. As far as my memory serves me, the case was this : the wife 
and children of an Irishman who had no settlement in England, were removed to 
the parish of Leeds, as the maiden settlement of the wife ; the parish of Leeds 
appealed against the removal ; and upon tko matter being brought before the court 
of King’s Bench by special case, the court of King’s Bench decided, that the wife 
and children could not be removed to the maiden settlement of the wife, but if 
removed at all, must be sent with the husband to Ireland. 

Are you aware of any case in which the earnings of a company of Irishmen have 
been confided to one person, the others applying as paupers ? — Such a case has 
come to my knowledge, by information. About four or five years ago, it happened in 
the borough of Southwark, several persons applied to be passed to Ireland, and the 
magistrate ordered them to be searched. One man was found to have about 20/. in 
money upon him. It was then understood that they were the earnings of the different 
parties, for whom he was a sort of captain ; they all applied to be passed together, 
and this man was the holder of the earnings of the various parties. 

Do you know to what place that party was about to be passed ? — No, I do not. 

With regard to the first case, you would say, that if an Irish family, the wife 
having been an Englishwoman, cannot get a settlement in England, a fortiori, an 
Irish family, completely Irish, must be transferred to England? — Yes; if removed, 
even the birth of children in this country has been held not to give a settlement. 
In a case 1 allude to, several of the children were born in England, but the court 
held that that did not give a settlement ; that they must go with the father, the head 
of the family being an Irishman, and having no settlement. One thing I will beg 
to mention ; many of the cases being voluntary removals, the magistrate does not 
require strict evidence of the birth of the party in Ireland, but takes the evidence 
of the man himself, when he applies for a pass, that he was born in Ireland. If 
the magistrate chose, a great many passes might be refused on the ground of the 
magistrate not. having strict evidence that the party was born in Ireland ; there being 
no appeal, and the parties wishing to go, the magistrates do not call for strict evidence. 
There was a case this morning, where the magistrate said to me there was a family 
in very poor circumstances desired to go back to Ireland ; they came over to 
Manchester, a little while ago, thinking they could find work. Being disappointed 

5 in- 
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in that they came up to London. They have been in the parish of Cnpplegate 
about three weeks. I think it hard the parish of Cripplegate should be at any 
expense concerning them; therefore, if the parish of Cripplegate will remove them 
to Ireland, I will repay any expense they may be put to. I said the parishes in 
Lancashire’ are crying out very loudly as to the expense of those removals; it 
would cost them 40s. perhaps to transfer them; but it appearing to be the only 
way in which it could be done, the pass I believe was signed this morning. The 
only parish which will pay nothing, is that from which they are removed in London. 



Mr. 

William Payne . 



27 June 1828. 



' The following Letters were delivered, in and read. 

My Lord, Blackall Place, Dublin, 15th May 1828. 

MANY sincere friends to Ireland have perceived with pleasure, your taking up the sub- 
ject of the Paupers from this country, causing such a burthen to the parishes in England. 

It is hoped that your motion will bring under discussion, the necessity of Poor Laws lor 
Ireland ■' nothin? short of an assessment of the kind will relieve this country, or interpose to 
prevent the evil you so justly complain ot. The public feeling in favor of modified Poor Laws 
for Ireland, lias within a short time made rapid progress; a society is about to be formed in 
Dublin the avowed designation and object ol which is to procure discussion on the sub- 
ject. through the public press, to bring the question before Parliament; and if other means 
will not accomplish the object, recourse will be had to increase the very evil you most 
properly complain of, by raising funds to send over four times as many of our destitute 
Paupers to force the question forward (not however with any unkind feeling to England), 
as it must be pretty evident, if our Poor is not put on some provision and regulations, such 
is the facility of steam, they must degrade the character of your peasantry. 

I hope you will excuse me for pointing your attention to a book by Mr. badler ot Leeds, 
on the subject of Ireland ; it was in the press a few weeks ago when I was m London, and 
promised by Murray, of Albermarle-street, to be out by this time. 

I trust your Lordship will pardon this intrusion from a total stranger. 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, with _great respect. 

Your very obedient humble servant. 

Right Honourable Lord Stanley, Li° Classon. 

&c. See. &c. 

My dear Lord Stanley, Liverpool, 23d June 1828. 

ON my return home, I found your note, and immediately commenced an inquiry, the 
result of which may I trust be useful to the Committee on “ Scotch and Irish Pooi^ and 
which I transmit by this night’s post, in the shape of a Report to myself, from George 
Jerwood, one of the parish officers. , , -r, 1 r 

I well remember the loss of the King George Packet, bound from Parkgate to Dublin, 
on Sunday the 14th September 1807, with about one hundred passengers, mostly of the 
lowest class of Irish ; but what number were actually under passes I cannot say ; several ol 
the bodies were washed up, and a considerable sum 111 specie and bank notes found in tlieir 
clothes, and in many instances concealed. Two packets bound from lienee to Dublin, were 
also lost, viz. in August 1821, The Earl Moira, Captain Roberts, and 26th March 1823, 
The Alert Captain Owens ; by the first of these accidents, neavly one bundled lives were 
sacrificed ; by the second upwards of sixty ; and by the last, upwards of one hundred 
I have frequent, conversations with Irishmen, on their return from the harvest, and 
they have told me, that they generally obtain in this country sufficient to pay their rents, 
and subsist upon during the winter. I certainly cannot prove that they have carried over 
their gains, they themselves being passed. 

Believe me to be your s, very truly, 

Thomas Case. 



gj r Parish Offices, Liverpool, 23d June 1828. 

IN reply to your inquiry, I have to state, that before the improvements made in the 
Vagrant Acts, Irishmen, in numbers, would beg in the streets m order to be aonrehended, 
and then b 1 - - 1 J — onJoavnnr ti 



lien by pleading poverty before the magistrate, endeavour to obtain passes to Ireland. 
The magistrates at first being not aware of the trick, did not punish them, and many suc- 
ceeded ;”but it being soon discovered, that the Irish were m the practice of giving their 
money to persons to take care of, while they went through this operation to obtain a free 
passage, the magistrates adopted the plan of committing them to gaol for seven or fourteen 
days and upon their liberation, they obtained passes if they applied, hut the major part did 
not: on several occasions, as Mr. Miller, the chief of the police, can prove, when these 
beggars were searched in Bridewell, money was found secreted about their persons; and it 
now often happens, after they have obtained their passes, they are seen going on board 
with property of value in their possession. I recollect two instances in particular, when 
some of them were brought up, they stated that they had given their money to comrades, 
•when they set out from the places where they had worked together, under an agreement, 
that they should meet at a certain rendezvous in Ireland, and there the bankers were to give 
up their money. The parties then begged their way down to Liverpool, and finding tney 
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coulcl not, without imprisonment, obtain passes, they had inquired and casually found their 
bankers were in Liverpool; but they refused to give up their money until their arrival in 
Ireland. Upon this statement, officers were dispatched, who brought up the bankers, and 
the money was counted before the magistrate, divided, and the beggars discharged. Num- 
bers, however, submitted to the imprisonment to save their 5 s. for passage. Subsequently 
it has been the more common practice for the men with families, either to go over by them- 
selves, or to keep out of sight until their wives and children have obtained passes, thus saving 
from 3 s. 6 r 7 . to 5 s. per head, and with these it has been more difficult to deal, because 
they could not well be punished. This town, as you, Sir, so well know, is much infested with 
this species of beggars ; namely. Irishwomen and children, the children being sent out to 
beg separately, and when they are brought up the magistrates hesitate to commit, and 
most commonly discharge them, because as the law now stands, they cannot be compul- 
sorily passed, except at the instance of the parish to which they may have become charge- 
able. The magistrates generally oiler them a pass, which they almost invariably refuse, arid 
they are cunning enough to refuse relief from the parish, that they may not be passed, and 
thus they remain subjecting the shopkeepers and inhabitants to their annoying mendicity, 
and the parish to the maintenance of the families during the mother’s accouchement, as they 
often come here in the last stage of pregnancy. Some salutary relief from this <>rievous- 
annoyance, and from the emigration ot Irish, would be experienced if it were enacted that 
every person not having a legal settlement in England or Wales, being convicted of an act 
of vagrancy, shall be deemed and taken to be actually chargeable to the parish, township- 
or place in which such act was committed, and if such act of vagrancy be committed by 
a man or his wife, or any of his or her children, or by any other person, or any of his or 
her children, such man, his wife, and his or her child or children, or other person, and his 
or her child or children, residing in the parish, township or place wherein such act of 
vagrancy shall be committed by any of them, shall be deemed and taken to be actually 
chargeable to such parish, township or place, and be removable under the provisions of 
59 Geo. 3. c. 12. s. 33. The quantities of persons emigrating from Ireland, will never be 
correctly ascertained until the 4 Geo. 4. c. 88. is extended to vessels of 200 tons and 
upwards, and the master of every vessel is required to report under an affidavit, at the 
Custom House, the number of passengers he has brought. That Act which has remained 
a dead letter would, if so extended, be a salutury check upon this evil. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

Thomas Case, Esq. Geo. Fonvood. 



Sir, St. Peter’s Hospital, Bristol, 13th June 1828. 

IN reply to your communication of yesterday, I beg leave to inform you, that I only 
received the queries alluded to this day, and that they shall he transmitted with the answers 
as speedily as possible ; I do not suppose that it would be possible to prove that the Irish 
sent home their money by other means, while themselves endeavoured to obtain passes at 
the public expense, although I have no doubt of the fact ; I also firmly believe, that it is 
a common practice, for one of a party to go home, and carry home whatever is valuable 
belonging to the party, whilst the rest of the party apply for passes ; one strong reason for 
this assertion is, that there is scarcely a party of Irish brought here by pass, but one or 
two of the party contrive to abscond, betwixt Marshfield and this place, being the last 
stage by land they have to travel. We have often searched those who have been°sent here 
oy pass, and have frequently found money, but after pursuing the system for some time, it 
became useless, as the fact was known, and the parties acted accordingly ; we now search 
all boxes and bundles, and where any thing of value is found, we make them pay their 
passage, but with our utmost vigilance, we find it impossible to prevent imposition ; wc 
have recently discovered 14/. 18 s. on a man who applied to be sent homo; and it is 
a common practice with them to borrow children from each other, and present them as 
their own, when they apply for casual relief in the case of sickness ; this has been done 
very recently 111 two cases, one of which is now committed, for obtaining money under false 
pretences ; I should have remarked, that we uniformly give employment, viz. stone-breaking 
to the able men, and lace-making and knitting to the women, until they can be sent home; 
yeiy many of them after receiving the order, never come nigh us again, so that we presume 
they have the means of paying their own passage ; you will perceive by the answers to the 
queries of the Committee, that in the years 1822 and 1823, a very large number was sent 
lome at an expense of upwards of 1,500/.; that year we did not resort to employment, 
but sent home all who were brought by pass, where we could not discover that they had' 
the means or paying ; it was then clearly perceived, that some plan must be adopted, as 
a check, and employment was resorted to, during their stay in Bristol ; with comparative 
success, the expense of passing, though considerable, is not the only expense occasioned 
ii' r 'i we lose considerably by those who accept employment, and very often we 
° 'S e< * to take into the house, or to relieve out, both with money and medical assist- 
ed ma "« ^ vl \° are brought here in a state of sickness; these items, although they 

. D ® Specih ?,’ because . tb ey are incorporated in the general account, must of necessity, 
iw «« n i? Q BOmetbl ' 1 g considerable; I do not know if any remedy can be provided, unless 
f P rev ented from coming over ; but perhaps if the Legislature recurred to the old 
milpco th* HTS nonc ? m ^ ess they had been convicted and punished as vagrants, ot 
, be ® n resident in a particular parish for a certain time, or prohibited passes 
y, t might tend to prevent such numbers coming over. The Irish sent from this* 

house 
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,• „i ffiose who belong to the north of Ireland, and those are passed 
house to Livapojl, ” e I ^ be ot j» ctea , that we ought to send them to Ireland by 
according to the sta t d fant the same objection would he against London or any 

water direct, it ? , - n any vvay but by sea. We certainly do consider it 

other port, send. ng lr^h 1 h w J[ c compelled to pass vagrants to Ireland at a very 
a great hardship, that this c y 1 benefit if anv, resulting from their labour, 

great expense when other Laid out of tfe national fund, or 

and consider that the moqey p . Jjacrpool fan bearing the exclusive burden. 

«r 5 |, m b^bsc S 3 tai' tm gSLtacLse has (Taken place in the last year, in the number 
It Will be observed, that a. i y g t p at p. reat deception has been practised by 

of Scotch passed from Bi 1 5 ^ , represe „ted themselves to be Scotch, when they were 

R le parties, and that *“7 'J ion a short time since, a man and woman with 

not ; and m conhrmation a w ife to’ be passed to Scotland, and had not acquired 

several children, anplie Aas mat f ' strict examination, at length admitted 

** 

‘° fam nchaware *» - iU be “ ntoi " eiin fl,c *° 

the queries, and have the honour to remain, Sir, ^ ^ oWient servant , 

Henry Bright, Esq. M. r. London. (signed) Joseph Well, Master. 

Bristol, 25th June, 1 828. 

AS Si yo^PPf-=a,.^n I had 

acquainted with any instances which g aad Margaret his wife, have this day 

passed, 1 beg to acquaint yon, that Joh^ardiner ana g ^ ^ , 

applied for a nass to Greenock ; and it appearing i £ l8l8 , we have caused them 

, _ . ’ R.B. Ward. 

Sir John Wrottesley, Bart. 

X4 Aldermanbury, 2ist March 1828. 

My Lord, . T i u „„ „*• ilm clerks to the sitting alderman at 

IN the official situation which I hoi • . , CQme under my notice ; and from 

Guildhall, cases of removal of Irish paup T j consider that the facility with which 
the best consideration I have been enable = e > pel . s 0 „ e great cause of the 

theparisl.es in London arc enabled “P chargeable to 

evil which your Lordship proposes t t,^ t Lm with a shilling or two, and 

a parish m the city of London, th p • d and have their passes signed. The 

then brings them before the mapjtrate : to li ™ CO n Sta ble in the next county through 

parish officer then takes them to the nea P aome times the parish officer gives the 

which they are to pass on the parish 

paupers 6d. each, and sometimes noth g» t j ie do they contribute 

L.iirs; they pay nothing to the one connt/to nnoth^ 

to the expense of the removal. The paupers are IM rpa over to Maud, 

till they arrive at Liverpool “ S I S to state to your Lordship, that 

In order to give you cases in lUus ‘“f ™ Lh/hetee’ the magistrates at Guildhall, by the 
only two days ago a poor man “» re ™ ”, 0 “, in order to his being passed 

parish of St. Giles without Cnpplega , y ,, s examination it appeared that, 

to Ireland. The man objected to bem f, f 'LoL of whlh (LHlm exception of a few 
lie had been m tins country 20 years, . , le , iaa lately met with an acci- 

months) he has resided in that parish P^ SP . a few hay-bonds to sell, till 

dent, and hurt his leg, and that he only wanted as. bd^to D y ^ usual a¥0catk>n 

he had sufficiently recovered the use of ^ alld he said they had only 

as a labourer. I inquired whether the strongly recommended that they 
given him 6 dr, under these persuade the parish 

Should give him the sum he theT<S^ had detenu hJto do nothing hut 

officers to do so; but the answer , w Te the poor man as. 6i. with 

pass him, and the therefore sees, that the parish 

which he went away thankful and . pn „ e 0 f 0 nl v Qd. to themselves ; and your 

would have passed this pauper to re a , P to odier counties, especially 

Lordship is fully aware of the expense it would have occasmnedto ^ ^ ^ ^ £ 

that of Lancaster. Another instance, w tension from Government, and only 

St. Andrew, Holbom. In that ease the : pauper had ” CUIe the repa y me „ t <?£ 

wanted an advance from the pans 1 o f hi pension, under the statute 59th 

which lie offered to ass.gn to them toe nex paym f ot “ S ? capse th 0 nld not have the 
Geo. 3 , before mentioned ; hot the pa,.! * l ?“; nd insisted that the man and his 

trouble of going t.o Chelsea 01 Gieenw 'Thus tliev rather preferred putting the 

family shoSld be passed to Ireland as J“ u * SSh wordd have been no 

counties to the expense of passing the paupers, than do that which would nav ^ 
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Mr. expense to themselves, and only a trifling trouble. It appears to me therefore, that the next 
William Payne . evil to that of a great influx of Irish paupers, is the facility given to the parishes in and 

^ — - — J near the metropolis to pass them home; and I venture to suggest to your Lordship, that if 

•27 June 1828. the parish requiring the removal of the pauper was compelled to contribute more largely to 
the expense of such removal, the passes would not be so numerous, and if they were, the 
expense to particular districts might thereby be considerably lessened. I beg to apologise 
to your Lordship for trespassing upon your time thus far, and have the honour to°be 
my Lord, Your Lordship’s most obedient servant, ' 

William Payne. 

To the Right Hon. Lord Stanley, 

&c. &c. &c. 

My Lord, Alclermanbury, acd April i8e8. 

I WAS favoured with your Lordship’s letter of the 26th ultimo. In reply thereto, and in 
continuation of the subject of its contents, I beg to observe, that I have caused an inquiry 
to be made in the borough of Southwark (in which place I understand there are a great 
many Irish poor), and I am informed, that the expense to the parishes in that district of 
a single person passed to Ireland is about 55., and an extra (i d. for each member, where 
there is a family. I beg leave also, to remark, with regard to the removal of poor persons 
from one parish to another, in England and Wales, that the whole expense falls upon 
the parishes from which they are removed ; and in cases where the place of settlement is 
remote from the removing parish, the amount is very considerable. I am, therefore, at a loss 
to understand why a parish in London should be able to pass a family to Ireland at an 
expense of only 6 s. or 7 s. when their removal to Cumberland or Durham, would cost 
more than as many pounds, especially as before the statute, 59 Geo. 3, the parishes couid 
not remove Irish poor persons to Ireland unless they had committed an act of vagrancy, 
but were obliged to maintain them as casual poor. 

I have the honour to remain, my Lord, 

Your Lordship’s obedient humble servant, 

The Right Honourable Lord Stanley, William Panne 

Sac. Sac. 8tc. 
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